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Mr. Gladstone earnestly wishes he had more leisure than he
can just now hope, and of the mental freedom which it brings,
to reflect upon such a death and such a life, and the great and
astonishingly pure work which was performed in it.
He has been kindly invited to be a pall-bearer at the funeral:
but unhappily his occupations of the moment are so heavy, that
he could not spare the two days it would have required.
He supposed himself to be the only person still living and
possessed of early recollections of Tennyson, who called upon him
about 1837, and impressed him very deeply.
The honour of that visit was due not to any merit or distinction
of Mr. Gladstone's, but to a common friendship with Arthur
Hallam ; whom Tennyson had so profoundly known and loved
at Cambridge ; and who had previously been Mr. Gladstone's
closest associate at Eton. Mr. Gladstone is happy in possessing a
number of Arthur Hallam's letters.
It occurs to him that, on account of Your Majesty's feelings
towards Tennyson, the perusal of these letters might be of interest
to Your Majesty. Should this be so, he would do himself the honour
to forward them : otherwise he begs Your Majesty not to take
the trouble of noticing this proposal, the thought of the moment.
This intercourse with Tennyson, as with all persons outside
the political career, has been sadly intermittent : but all inter-
course with him was full of interest.
The last occasion when he saw Tennyson was just after Brown-
ing's death. Tennyson said to him " I have no doubt he is a
great genius ; but " (rather loudly) " I can't read him."
Mr. Gladstone humbly but emphatically concurs in Your
Majesty's view of Guinevere : with regard to which Sir Francis
Doyle, himself a real though not a great poet, said on its publi-
cation " If he continues to write like this, he will run Milton
hard."
Mr. Gladstone is sure Your Majesty will pardon him for
entering into these particulars.
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Mr. Gladstone very humbly apprises Your Majesty that he is
most sensible of the difficulties attending the new appointment